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DFC MAY, 2012 PROGRAM...
Dave Brown is a true "Trout Bum." He has Fly-fished on 
numerous rivers, streams, lakes and flats in 5 Canadian 
provinces, Arizona, Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, New York 
State and in Cuba.  Dave will discuss fishing in the Cana-
dian Rockies...Don't miss this!
Dave is a Federation of Fly Fisher's (FFF) certified casting 
instructor and is on the Clackacraft Drift Boat advisory 
staff. Dave and his very patient wife Lisa call Patagonia, 
Arizona home; together they operate Dave Brown Out-
fitters U.S.A. 

MAY MEETING:
Wednesday, 
May 9, 2012

Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM
Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp

   American Legion Post #2
    2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.

in Tempe

It’s May and we are moving right along into what will be a great 
year for Desert Fly Casters. Hopefully you are happy with what you 
are seeing and if not please let me know. As board members we are 
here to work for you and we strive to have good outings, programs and 
other events. If there is something we are missing, please let us know.
    If you haven’t been fishing this year, you are missing out. Fishing has 
turned on and everything is open. If you are looking for a trip, think 
about signing up for the White Mountain Extravaganza. It is a trip we 
do every June and with all the great fisheries within just a few miles 

you are sure to catch some fish and have a good time. Mike Yavello will be you host and he will be 
taking signups at the meeting.
    We are still looking for a raffle chairman. Responsibilities are to purchase raffle items, bring them 
to the meeting, sell raffle tickets, and conduct the raffle. This is a board position and you will also 
need to attend board meetings on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Please let me know if you 
would like to take on this position. We would greatly appreciate any help we get. 
     I look forward to seeing you at the meeting and if you have any questions or concerns I can be 
reached at (480) 217-5089.
Cinda

President's Drift                                                                                           Cinda Howard • May 2012

"HONEST! I didn't know about your nest! I'll fish somewhere else...no problem..." 
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I am fortunate to be able to fly fish all around the country but 
the toughest waters I fish are in my own state of Arizona. We 
have very delicate streams where the fish are wary and spook eas-
ily. These waters demand that an angler be stealthy, blend into 
their environment, disturb as little as possible, and make good 
casts. So what happens when we see other anglers in our path?
• Give them a wide birth. When I say this I am referring to an-
glers and fish. Walking too close to the water can spook fish and 
ruin an angler’s day. Walk quietly a few yards away from the 
stream. This will keep your shadow from scaring away fish. For 
our small streams, you should give the other angler at least a mile 
of untouched water. If you are crossing the river near another an-
gler, do so courteously. Find a safe spot a few hundred feet below 
the person fishing (if they are moving upstream). While crossing 
step lightly and quietly so as not to disturb the spot.
•Assess the situation. When you see another angler fishing in or 
near where you want to fish, ascertain what they are doing. If the 
angler is moving down or upstream as they fish, do not enter the 
water right in their path. If the angler is on the bank or appears 
to not be fishing, do not assume you can walk into the spot. They 
may be resting the water or engaged in observation. There is no 
harm in approaching the angler and asking them where they have 
fished and where they are headed. Let them know your plans and 
that will make for a better day for everyone. 

•Fish Upstream. It is very frustrating when you are on the wa-
ter moving upstream and encounter an angler coming down the 
stream towards you. Fishing downstream spooks more fish and it 
blocks the path for the anglers moving upstream. 
•Check local Fish and Game Regulations. Make sure that you 
are fishing with the proper license/permit/stamps, during the al-
lowed times and seasons, with legal tackle, and targeting permit-
ted species. Ignorance of the law will not get you out of a ticket. 
•Do not spread invasive species. Some rivers have harmful spe-
cies of snails, algae, and organisms that can be spread by anglers. 
Check with Local fly shops or fish and wildlife services to see if 
any special precautions need to be taken to protect the environ-
ment. If you have recently fished the San Juan River, make sure 
you clean your boots and waders. The SJ has whirling disease and 
didymo; two invasives that can destroy other fisheries.
Conservation for future generations. Consider responsible catch 
and release practices. I have never harvested a trout. A single 
barbless hook is more than enough to catch and land our local 
fish. There is no need to use barbed treble hooks and they only 
damage us and the fish. If you are trout fishing in the warm sum-
mer months, make sure that the water temperature is less than 70 
degrees. The Trout may seem unharmed when released, only to 
die later from lack of oxygen and lactic acid build up.
Have Fun and be Safe.

Stream Etiquette

Notes from:
Cinda Howard, DFC President
lady_angler@cox.net



Desert Fly Casters

My secret ingredient for writing about successful fishing trips, is 
to go often enough that occasionally I can write a story about 
big fish, or lots of fish, or lots of big fish.  Driving long distances, 
(Pyramid Lake 12 hours) fishermen will eventually get around 
to fish stories that are less successful.  Probably the worst story 
is the non-fish story.  You plan your fishing trip in great detail, 
checking with the guides, the weather, anyone you ever met or 
knew who fished the water you plan to fish.  Then the trip is 
snatched out from under you by work, family, or the bulldog 
bites your butt.  Your fishing buddies go on without you, and 
always have a fabulous time, even if they have to lie about it.  As 
often as I fish, the first day of a trip will be a fire drill.  Things 
are out of place, a piece of equipment will be missing, I’ll fall 
down and rip the brand new waders, or break a favorite fly rod.  
If you go fishing things good and bad will happen, but my best 
received stories have been about successful trips.  People want 
to believe that they will have a good fish story too.

Many of you have fished Pyramid Lake, north of Reno, NV and 
know about the large Lahontan Cutthroat Trout that live there.  
Last year was my year to catch lots of big fish and to catch the 
big fish of the trip.  This year, not so much.  Everyone struggled 
to catch fish, but the fish caught were quality fish.  There were 
several theories of why the fish were not as plentiful as last year, 
but we as a group, we paid our dues, spent time on the water and 
caught a few nice fish.  Joe Staller, Dave Weaver, Gentry Smith, 
Tom Horvath, Skip Culbert and myself whipped the water of 
Pyramid Lake into a smoothie like froth from our repeated 
casts.  The fish I caught was nice, but looked small compared 
to the 10 pounder that Skip landed.  Anytime someone in your 
fishing group lands a 10 pound trout, the group takes credit for 
the success, so this was a successful fishing trip. 

SUCCESSFUL FLY FISHING TRIPS
by Vince Deadmond

....continued on page 4
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Drop Charlie a note at:
chasr430@gmail.com

....Education
Orvis in Scottsdale is offering free fly fishing lessons May – July
Are you new to fly fishing and looking for a way to get started or are you hoping to take your skills to 
the next level.  From May through July you will have your chances.  DFC is having their annual casting 
clinic on Sat May 26.  See the details in this newsletter (page 5).
Orvis in Scottsdale is offering free fly fishing lessons May – July.  They will have a Fly Fishing 101 that will 
cover casting and rigging your fly line and a Fly Fishing 201 that will be on the water with a chance to 
catch a fish.  After you complete the classes you will receive a $25 coupon off any purchase of $50 or more in 
the Orvis store plus other coupons.  You will also get a certificate for a free membership to Trout Unlimited 
and the Federation of Fly Fishers.  
Classes will be held on Saturday and Sunday.  Contact the Orvis store at 480-905-1400 to reserve your 
spot.  Dates are as follows:
Fly Fishing 101
May 5, 6, 12 & 13, 27 
June 2, 3, 16, 17, 23 & 24    

Fly Fishing 201
May 19 & 20
June 9, 10, 30

....continued, Successful Fly Fishing Trips

MORE SUCCESS  .   .   .   
I usually have another trip planned, and Puerto Penasco, Mexi-
co was on my calendar right after I got back from Pyramid Lake.  
I took the polar fleece out of my gear bag and loaded the swim 
trunks and short sleeve shirts.  I was looking forward to this trip 
because my youngest daughter Suzi, who just turned 22 years 
old, was going with me.  Suzi grew up fly fishing and had cast-
ing lessons from some great casters like Dr. Larry Allen, Ted 
Bounds, and Gary Walsh.  Suzi’s last fly fishing trip had been 
over a year ago and she had not been on salt water for five years, 
(work gets in the way) but she picked up the fly rod and was 
delivering 60 foot casts with ease.  It’s important to get your 
casting down, and the FFF casting classes will help.
The first day we launched the pontoon boats from the Playa De 
Oro RV Park beach, and rode the tide towards the Vina del Mar 
Hotel.  We were fishing sinking lines and I was catching lots 
of small Cabrilla.  After we got around the point Suzi caught 
a nice Trigger, the first keeper of the day.  We planned to keep 
a few fish and invite some of the RV Park neighbors over for a 
fish dinner.  I caught a small Trigger, not big enough to keep, 
and when I looked up Suzi had another good fish on the line.  I 
moved over so I could get a picture.  There is an unwritten rule 
some where that say’s if there is an undersized rod in the group, 

that is the rod that catches the biggest fish.  Sure enough Suzi 
was fishing the saltwater 6 weight rod, but she still managed to 
land the 5 pound Trigger, a neat trick even with an 8 weight.  To 
make a long story shorter, most of the fish we kept for the fish 
dinner were caught and cleaned by Suzi.  The fish dinner was 
a success with good friends, and stories of how Suzi had out 
fished her dad, again.
The next day we went to one of the estuaries to fish.  (Notice the 
stunning lack of detail.)  We were fishing from shore and as the 
tide was rising the fishing seemed to get better.  I caught two 
Pompano, and a Flounder before I got the big fish of the day.  As 
you may have guessed I was using the 6 weight when a large fish 
took off with my fly.  It was taking line easily, and almost took 
me into my backing.  It took quite awhile to control this fish, but 
many times a softer rod is better for playing and landing fish.  
Eventually I landed the monster Orange Mouth Corvina, and 
Suzi was able to get some good pictures.  We had planned on 
pizza at Capone’s for dinner so this big guy is still swimming in 
the Sea of Cortez, and I had another successful fly fishing trip.
Vince Deadmond “The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy” can be 
reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail, Apache Junc-
tion, AZ or vince@ajbest.com or 480 982 7461.

Yeah...
my master, Vince
is a bizy guy!
Love his fish

stories!
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DFC ANNUAL CASTING CLINIC
with certified FFF Instructors. 
When:  Saturday, May 26, 2012
Time:  9:00 - 11:00 
Where:  Kiwanis Park, Tempe AZ
On Baseline just west of Mill Avenue 
There will be two classes... 
Beginner Casting -  This class is for the beginner fly angler and will include 
learning how the fly rod works, the Stop, the Pickup and Lay Down Cast and 
the Roll Cast.     
Intermediate Casting - This class is for the fly angler that already knows how 
to cast, but wants to improve their casting skills.   This class will teach the 
Double Haul and Tailing Loops.      
More info contact - John Mayer at jsmayer47@gmail.com



May – Lees Ferry
Dates: Thursday, May 17 – Sunday, May 20, 2012 
Option #1:  
3-Nights Lodging | 2-Days Guided Fishing
We will be staying at Marble Canyon Lodge and using guide boats from Lees Ferry Anglers and Mar-
ble Canyon Outfitters.  If you have singed-up for this option, please bring your money to Carl at the 
March Banquet to secure your spot.  Due to the short timeframe, if you need to cancel for any reason, 
it will be your responsibility to find your replacement. 
Host:     Carl Rutherford | carlruthe@cox.net
Price:    $550 per person, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room and guide boat.  We 
will do our best to accommodate room requests.  Price does not include Guide Tip , AZ state fishing 
license, or Glenn Canyon vehicle pass (if applicable) – Limit approx.12-people 
Option #2:       
1-3 Nights Camping | Fish Walk-in Area
There is a federal campground located at Lees Ferry.  There are no-fees being collected by the club 
for this option.   You may pay for your camping permit at the automated machine near the park 
entrance.   However, please be sure to sign up on the “Camping Walk-in” sheet, so we can keep an 
accurate head count. 
Host: Gentry Smith | design@gentrysmith.com
Price:  $12 per night/per site + $15 vehicle pass (good 1-7 days) – No limit, first come basis 
Option #3:          
3-Days, 2-Night Self-Guided River Float
For those seeking a little more adventure; we will once again be organizing a self-guided river float.  
This is a fun trip, however probably not suited for everyone.  There are inherent risks and safety issues 
related to fishing any moving water.  Participants will be required to sign a liability waiver/release to 
participate in the float portion of the Lees Ferry trip.  Please see additional form regarding Lees Ferry 
Self-Guided Float Trip for more information.  If you would like to participate in the float trip you will 
need to get your money to Gentry ASAP, as the demand for this option will likely exceed the spaces 
available. 
Host: Gentry Smith | design@gentrysmith.com
Price:  $55 per person and single watercraft |  $75 two-people and double watercraft – Limit 12-people
 • On Saturday night the club will host a potluck style dinner at the campground.  The club will pro-
vide the meat – please, bring a side dish or desert to share with the group.

June – White Mountain Extravaganza (Winn Campground)
Dates: Thursday, June 21 – Sunday, June 24, 2012
Where: Winn Campground, located on Hwy 273 between Sunrise Lake and Big Lake
Host: Mike Yavello  |  mike.yavello@gmail.com
Cost: $16 per night / per vehicle
This is the BIG ONE!  Bring the whole family for this fun filled weekend of fly fishing in the beautiful White 
Mountains of Arizona.  This is the only area within Arizona where anglers can land Rainbows, Browns, 
Cutthroats, Brook, Grayling, and Apache Trout.  There are tons of fishing opportunities (both lake and 
small stream) located within the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest and on the nearby Apache Reserva-
tion.  There is a daily fee for fishing on the reservation lakes and streams, but it can be worth every penny.  
The club will once again be staying at the Winn Campground Group Site.  Bring your 3-5wt fly rods and 
usual Arizona High Mountain Lake Patterns.  More information regarding specific area lakes and streams, 
weather/temperatures, equipment and fly recommendations will be available soon, once we finalize all 
the trip details.  In the meantime, see Mike Yavello at the next club meeting to begin signing-up for this 
DFC classic! 

July – Mogollon Rim (Ponderosa Campground)
Dates: Thursday, July 19 – Sunday, July 22, 2012
Host: Joe Miller
Cost: $14 per night / per vehicle
Located less than 2-hrs from the east valley and easily accessible via paved roads, this campground 
was a big hit last year.  With its close proximity to the rim streams and lakes, it has all the makings to 
become a regular club trip for years to come.  More info coming soon…
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Upcoming DFC Outings: Mark you
r

calendar
s...Upcoming DFC Outings:

DFC Outing Chairman:  Gentry Smith design@gentrysmith.com



"....Most Musky fishing 
is just that, "fishing" 
not catching.  I have 
several days of Musky 
fishing with no Musky.  
The planets, stars, 
and moon must have 
been in alignment that 
morning, I had a fish at 
the end of my fly line.  
The best day of Musky 
fishing I have ever had.  
Four fish landed, two 
near misses and sev-
eral bumps, that is a 
whole Musky season 
of Musky activity.  Que-
mado Lake is about 60 
miles east of Springer-
ville on Hwy 60.  Eleva-
tion of 7600 feet makes 
this Trout, Musky lake 
very much like other 
White Mountain lakes.  
A good camp ground, 
general store and tack-
le shop are at the lake. 
The town of Quemado 
has motels, and a cafe 
for non campers."

"....Yes Musky can be 
caught with a fly rod.  I 
suggest a 10 weight, a 
large fly, and a big net.  
These were little guys 
about 30" I talked to 
the Fish and Game guys 
and they said lots of 40" 
fish in the lake."
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Vince Deadmond The Fly 
Fishing Hardware Guy can be 
reached at: Best Hardware 
237 N Apache Trail Apache 
Junction AZ.
vince@ajbest.com 
480-982-7461

Pike Fishing... A few shared memories 
for all us DFC Trout Bums

EDITORS NOTES...
Vince Deadmond, Jerry King and Joe Staller among 
others were found Pike fishing recently, and sa-
vered the day with photos...The photos were ban-
terd back and forth with a few e-mails...lucky me I 
was included on their e-mail list and enjoyed what 
I saw. So, with this page, I thought it only appropri-
ate to share a few of these photos along with some 
comments for all of the DFC Trout Bums to see.
R.McKeon, Editor
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PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

MAIL TO: ☛

See ya at the club meeting...

May 9, 2012

OUTINGS- 2012

May – Lees Ferry
Dates: Thursday, May 17 thru 

Sunday, May 20, 2012
Host:  Carl Rutherford  • carlruthe@cox.net

Host: Gentry Smith •  design@gentrysmith.com
NOTE: See this DFC newsletter, page 6 for full details

June – White Mountain Extravaganza (Winn Campground)
Dates: Thursday, June 21 – Sunday, June 24, 2012

Host: Mike Yavello  •  mike.yavello@gmail.com
NOTE: See this DFC newsletter, page 6 for full details

Cinda Howard- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Charlie Rosser- Treasurer

Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Gentry Smith

Programs- Mike Yavello
Library

 Kristen Kyle
Retail - Larry Kivela

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Education 
 John Mayer

Conservation- Joe Miller
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   

Raffles- 
Open, let us know if you are interested 

in filling this spot 
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 

Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Darin Taverna, Tom Horvath, James 
Thornton, David Hwang, Doc Nickel 

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 
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